
1. Aenda
2. Agrupación de Montanha Augas

Limpas
3. Asemblea pola Defensa do medio 

Rural 
4. Asociación Ecoloxista Arco Iris 
5. Asociación Treze Catorce 
6. Asociación Véspera de Nada 
7. Associação Coluna San Fins
8. Associação Socio-Cultural O Iribio
9. Comisión de Asociacións contra as 

minas na Terra Chá
10. Contraminate, grupo veciñal de Laxe
11. Federación ecoloxista Galega

12. Petón do Lobo
13. Plataforma pola defensa de 

Corcoesto e Bergantiños
14. Plataforma pola defensa da Serra 

do Galiñeiro
15. Plataforma veciñal Corno do Monte 
16. Ribeira do Miño, asociación 

naturalista de defensa ambiental.
17. Salva a Selva
18. Santa Comba viva 
19. Sindicato Labrego Galego
20. Sos Caurel
21. Sos Groba
22. Verdegaia
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Galiza:
• Area: 29.574 km2. Population: 2,7M. 
• Rural areas account for 88% of the territory and 35% of the 

population. Density <150 i/Km2. Aged population (1/4 > 65 years, 
average: 49 years). 

• Length of coastline: 1.498 Km.
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Galician Census of Mining Rights: http://www.censomineiro.org

4 types of mining rights (art. 3, Spanish Mining Law nº 22/1973): 
Section A: Low value resources and building aggregates. 
Section B: Mineral and thermal water resources.
Section C: All other mining resources 
Section D: Energy resources (coal, radioactive minerals, geothermal resources, etc).
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Regional goverment’s 
official corporate slogan: 

“Galiza is a mine”
(“Galicia es una mina”)



Mining rights system

Art. 2: “All geological resources within the national territory, territorial sea and
continental shelf, are public domain assets [public property], whose
investigation and use the State may assume directly or relinquish…” (to
private operators).
- Section A: This is the only case where the owners of the land have a

preferential right to extract the resource.
- Section B, C and D: First-come, first-served basis system of public

concessions. Mining rights may be transmitted, leased and encumbered in
whole or in part.

- In all cases the right holder is entitled to carry out forced
expropriations and/or temporary terrain occupations.
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Mining rights: Section A       Section B                    Section C                       Section D



Main problems of the mining rights system in place in Galiza
- Extensive and complex mining legal framework with plenty of loopholes in

order to facilitate impunity and evasion of responsibilities of mining private
operators.

- State intervention (the mining resource is “public property”) prevents local
communities and owners of the land from participating on decision-making.

- There is a regional government’s active promotion of the mining sector
through legalisations, reducing red tape, abolition of environmental
constrains and direct State aids for mining operators.

- Despite of the flaws of the legal framework, the main problem in many
cases is that regulations are not applied due to political-administrative
wrongdoing and serious irregularities: LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY OF
THE POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE CLASSES.

Forum ISF SystExt  - 8/10 September 2017
2007: Mining companies tap 300 quarries without licence in Galiza

2013: Galiza’s government will legalise all mines and will 
open new ones with the minimum red tape.



Lack of accountability of the political and administrative classes 

- Patronage system between the political class and mining operators. Mining
rights are free (land taxes are paid by the owners), except from the red
carpet burdens, which mostly depends on the decisions of the political and
administrative classes.

- Failure to carry out environmental impact assessments.
- Failure to comply with the rules of transparency and access to the

information for the citizens.
- Fragmentation of mining projects in order to avoid environmental

requirements.
- Unrealistic Restauration Projects and associated financial guarantees.
- Lack of penal and administrative sanctions for private operators in cases of

serious pollution or accidents.
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Rupture of the mining reservoir in 2014 
at “Monte Neme” mining site: 24,000 m3 
of AMD were leaked. 
0.8 M euros of damages. Indenisations 
paid by the rights holder:  6,000 euros.



Lack of accountability of the political and administrative classes
- Lack of public declaration of the revocation of mining rights when the

operators neglect their legal obligations.
- Tolerance of the “wash sale” cycle: “new company” -> public aids -> debts

-> bankruptcy -> lack of restoration -> “selling” of the mining rights to a
“new” company with the same owners.

- Legal loopholes “on-demand” taking into account the needs of the
operators (legalisations, Sectorial Plans, “special compatibilities”, etc):

Sectorial Plan for Extractive Activities in Galiza:
“All the territory of the Autonomous Community of Galiza
may be used for mineral resources exploitation”. Sectorial
Plan “prevails over municipal planning”. It sets the
administrative proceedings for getting the permits for those
“extracting activities that lack the appropriate permits”. It
empowers the regional Goverment “to grant mining rights
when there are adverse required reports, if needed”.
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CONSECUENCES
- Heavy environment impacts are not tackled during decades (pollution caused by

AMD, destroyed cultural and heritages sites, abandoned mining sites, abandoned
AMD/waste pods, etc).

- Absence of level playing field among mining operators and between mining
operators and other sectors, particularly agriculture, shellfish and fishing (threat of
expropriation, heavy metals pollution, lack of restoration, priorities for public aid,
etc).

- Lack of information and participation in decision-making of local communities. Local
unrest and social conflicts between neighbours of divided local communities
affected by mining activity. Property rights conflicts.

- Low level of social awareness.
- Pressures over activists and environmental associations.

Our land is not ours yet
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A QUARRY IN TRIACASLETA’S MUNICIPALITY:
- Illegal mining that was expanded in 2008 over 5 villages (100 farms).
- No environmental impact assessment. It lacks the necessary permits.
- In 2017 a judicial decision also cancelled the urban authorization.
- Mining rights belong to a Brazilian multinational.
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A QUARRY IN TRIACASLETA’S MUNICIPALITY:
- It invades common land of 3 Communities, who are fighting at the judicial stage

for the property recognition.
- The mining site is placed on an extremely important archaeological site with

5 caves. One of them is the “Cave of EIRÓS”, with archaeological remains
from 140,000 years ago, including cave paintings with over 30,000 years.
Another was totally destroyed. 3 caves are waiting for being studied.

- It is placed next to the Way of Santiago, within a protected landscape, legally
listed as "Place of Special Landscape Interest".

- It is placed within Natura 2000 Network and within habitats with more than 40
protected species of fauna and flora, several of them being endangered species.

Mining operations are still in place. 

There is an on-going persecution and 
threats to activists and opponents.
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A TIN AND TUNGSTEN MINE IN LOUSAME’S MUNICIPALITY:

- http://www.vidaeria.org
- The subterranean mine has been reopened in 2009. Forecasted employment: 12.
- Two mining tailings dams built in the river course have been abandoned since

1990. They contain at least 40,000 m3 of mining waste with high levels of heavy
metals (in particular cadmium, copper and zinc) accumulated during 80 years.

- Acid mine drainage (AMD) with cadmium concentration of 12,8 µg/L (on average
of 2015/17 samples) has been leaking since 1990 at a rate of more than 45 m3/h
reaching nearby marine areas. Tests of the water from the nearby river show
concentrations of cadmium, copper and zinc several times over the legal limits 1,5
Km downstream of the tailing dams.

- The mine lacks environmental impact assessment, despite it produces AMD.

“Vida e ría” campaign demanding
solutions for the environmental
pollution and an environmental impact
assessment.

The wall of the tailing dam nº 2 is 50x12,5 m (length x
high).
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A TIN AND TUNGSTEN MINE IN LOUSAME’S MUNICIPALITY:
- Former mine Director became holder of the mining rights in 2008. In 2015, after

receiving 2 M euros in State aid, the company went bankruptcy and mining rights
were auctioned in another “wash sale”. Spanish multinational SACYR entered into
the shareholding of a newly created company that currently is the rights holder.

- Financial guarantee has been set in less than 200,000 euros.
- Tailing dams have been left out of the Restauration Project and there is no

mention of the AMD pollution on the nearby river.
- AMD and the tailing dams menace the employment of more than 1,350 shellfish-

gatherers and domestic water supplies along 9 Km downstream of river.

“Vida e ría” campaign demanding
solutions for the environmental
pollution and an environmental impact
assessment.

Lousame’s mining rights are the
spearhead of Sacyr’s movement into the
mining business all across Galiza.



Forum ISF SystExt  - 8/10 September 2017

QUARTZ MINING PROJECTS IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF ORDES.
- Mining rights belong to company pertaining to a Norwegian group which, at the

same time, is Chinese owned.
- The operator wants to rent the lands to their owners and carry out the open

extraction (surface mining) of the quartz to a depth of 2.5 meters, together with
a subsequent filling. Nevertheless, lands become useless for farming.

- It affects 65 Km2 where there are 200 farms. It affects the terrains of the
biggest farm with ecological production of Galiza.

- Projects are currently in the public display phase.
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“CORCOESTO” GOLD MINING PROJECT
- 773 hectares of concession affecting 1,000 farms and hundreds of indirect jobs.
- 95 m depth of mining operations.
- 2 heaps (waste facilities) of 335,961 m2 and 1,879,735 m2. 650,000 m2 toxic

sludge reservoir. 64,024 metric tons of material removed per day. 17,080,751
metric tons of waste.

- Due to public contestation the project has been cancelled. The holder of the
mining rights was the Canadian multinational Edgewater. Government support
was also withdraw because the Canadian company did not accept a partnership
with Sacyr (an Spanish multinational).

- In 2016 Spanish Constitutional Court ruled against Edgewater and confirmed
the governmental cancellation of its mining rights.



Demonstration againts megamining: 2nd of June, 2013, 
Santiago de Compostela, capital of Galiza.
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Merci pour votre attention

Galiza is not a mine. 
Defend the land, defend life.


